
2016 GALV TOURNAMENT POLICIES
ENTRY FORM, FEES, CLOSING DATE:  Entrants shall apply for tournaments using the GALV electronic online tournament registration system at www.golfgalv.com, or by mail on GALV forms available in some local golf pro shops, or obtainable from the GALV office.  Photocopies are acceptable.  Entrants are solely responsible for registering online, or securing and returning entry forms and tournament fees by the due date.
TOURNAMENT MAIL ENTRIES:  ENTRY DEADLINES ARE STATED ON THE TOURNAMENT APPLICATION FORM FOR EACH TOURNAMENT, AND MUST REACH THE GALV OFFICE BY THE DATE SPECIFIED ON THE FORM.  LATE, UNSIGNED, OR INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE.  TIME LIMIT FOR RECEIPT FOR ENTRY MEANS TIME OF RECEIPT AT THE GALV OFFICE, NOT TIME OF POSTMARK. PLEASE ALLOW ENOUGH TIME FOR MAIL DELIVERY.  REFUNDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON SEVEN (7) DAYS WITHDRAWAL NOTICE.

RULES OF GOLF:  Play will be governed by the 2016 USGA Rules of Golf, and USGA rules decisions.  Local rules on scorecards do not necessarily apply.  Decisions concerning the rules will be settled by the host golf professionals and/or GALV officials and those decisions will be final.  Players who break USGA Rules, tournament rules; and/or display a lack of respect or courtesy towards host golf professionals, host course personnel, media coverage personnel, and/or GALV tournament officials are subject to disqualification and rejection of entries for other GALV competitions for a period of not less than one year from the time of any incidents.  Please refer to the rules sheet available at each tournament.  NOTE:  Rule 6-1:  Player’s Responsibilities:  “The player and his caddie are responsible for knowing the Rules”; and the conditions under which the competition is to be played.

CONDITIONS, SCHEDULES:  The GALV reserves the right to alter any of the conditions, schedules, and competitive formats herein.  All tournament costs listed on tournament applications are estimates based on the historical number of competitors in an event, and therefore are subject to change.  Decisions of the tournament rules, scoring, and organizing committee in any matter shall be final.

SPORTSMANSHIP:  Entrants are required to act in a respectful manner toward tournament participants and officials.
HOST COURTESY:  Entrants are expected to demonstrate courtesy and appreciation to all host courses and their personnel.

COMPLAINTS/SUGGESTIONS:  In writing.  To be considered, all complaints and suggestions must include an explanation detailing how it would benefit the GALV, and all tournament participants.

PERSONAL APPEARANCE:  Proper golf attire is mandatory; the tournament committee reserves the right to determine whether this requirement is met.  Shorts are permitted, provided they are Bermuda length or longer.  No tee shirts, tank tops, gym shorts, cargo shorts, or shorts with external pockets are allowed.  The dress code will be enforced on those courses which have a dress code policy.

REGISTRATION AND START OF PLAY:  Report to your starting hole, ready to play, 10 minutes prior to your scheduled tee-time.


NOTE:  Rule 6-3a states “The player must start at the time established by the Committee."  The penalty for breach of Rule 6-3a is disqualification.  However, it is a condition of the GALV that if a player arrives at his starting point, ready to play within one (1) minute of his starting time, no penalty will be assessed.  The penalty for failure to start on time at a player’s starting point (after the designated starting time has passed, and the playing group is teeing off) is two strokes in stroke play, or loss of the first hole in match play.  The penalty for failure to arrive at the appropriate starting point after a player’s group has completed the first hole of play is disqualification.

WITHDRAWAL:  If a player wishes to withdraw, he must notify GALV tournament officials immediately, and/or call the GALV office at 610-437-4982.   Failure to comply may disqualify a player from future GALV events.

SCORECARDS:  Official scorecards will be distributed by the starter on the tee.  Upon completing the round, the competitor shall check his score for each hole, settle any doubtful points, insure that the marker has signed the card, countersign the scorecard himself in the presence of the scoring committee, and return it to the Official at the Scoring Area.  Two signatures are required.

GOLF BALLS:  Only brands of golf balls on the USGA's latest list of conforming balls may be used.  The so-called "One Ball Rule" is in effect at all GALV individual and better ball or partners tournaments.

PACE OF PLAY:  Slow play will not be tolerated and will be penalized appropriately.  Pace of Play guidelines as established by the USGA will be in effect in both stroke play and match play tournaments.  Do not allow a hole to open in front of you.

SLOW PLAY PENALTY PROCESS:  Two slow play warnings will be given a minimum of two holes apart.  The third such slow play communication, which can occur any time after a second slow play warning,  will result in a two-shot penalty.  Any slow play warning given after a two-shot penalty is assessed will result in immediate disqualification.  No refunds will be given to disqualified players.

PLAYOFFS:  A tie for any championship will be decided immediately after completion of play by a sudden-death hole-to-hole playoff.  The time of playoff and hole(s) to be used shall be determined by GALV officials.  Failure of any competitor to appear at the designated time and place will disqualify the competitor from the playoff.

“SKINS GAME” (birdies and eagles only) TIE-BREAKING PROCEDURES:  A tie for a particular round’s skins game fund will be broken by the player (or players) that have the most birdies and eagles combined, unless otherwise specified.
NOTE:  The Golf Association of the Lehigh Valley (GALV) and its committees, reserves the right to verify handicaps, addresses, and amateur status of all tournament applicants as defined by the United States Golf Association.  All applications for entrance to GALV tournaments are subject to acceptance by the tournament committee.  The tournament committee reserves the right to limit entries, adjust tournament dates, times, competitive formats, and expenditures, adjust tournament prizes, and other tournament procedures to adjust to conditions prevailing at the time of the tournament.  All applicants agree to abide by the rules of golf as defined by the United States Golf Association, local tournament rules set forth by the GALV and the tournament committee; and any rules committee rulings.  Applicants to GALV tournaments hereby release the GALV tournament committee, rules committee, and host course personnel from any and all liability for any event or consequence whatsoever in any way arising out of or relating to the applicants entry and/or participation in any GALV tournament; with the sole and singular exception of liability arising out of willful misconduct by the tournament committee.  Entrance fees are non-refundable, except to players who withdraw seven (7) days in advance (call the GALV office at 610-437-4982), or cancellation of play due to severe weather conditions, in which case applicable greens fees will be refunded subject to the tournament host golf club's refund policy.  The conditions as set forth in the standard tournament waiver on the www.golfgalv.com website applies to all tournament registrants.
NOTE:  All information and arrangements in this literature, and on any GALV Foundation websites, are the intellectual property and business property of the Golf Association of the Lehigh Valley Foundation; Copyright 2016.
