2016 LEHIGH VALLEY JUNIOR GOLF TOUR

OVERVIEW

FORMAT:

18 holes, stroke play; unless a multi-round event. Four competitive flights based on age: 18 holes - ages 16-19, 14-15, & 12-13, Girls.  9 holes - ages 9-11.

Maximum of 65-70 golfers per event (2 --to--2.5 hours of tee times) for most tournaments.  Entrance in a particular tournament is based upon the order entries are received, unless specified otherwise.

AGE LIMIT: 
2016 LEHIGH VALLEY JUNIOR GOLF TOUR events are open to boys and girls who are at least nine (9) years of age as of a specific tournament date, or are not more than nineteen (19) years of age as of a specific tournament date.

TEE POSITIONS: 
Blue / White tees:  14-15, & 16-19 age flights.  White / Red tees:  12-13 age flight.   Red tees:  9-11 flight.

Tee positions are subject to change due to course length; and prevailing course and/or climactic conditions.

STARTING TIMES: Communicated by e-mail; 3 to 4 days prior to the tournament.

PAIRINGS: Blind draw by age classification.

WALKING  & PULL CARTS:  Players may carry their own golf bags, or use a pull cart (non-motorized).
NO CADDIES & POWER CARTS:  No caddies or power cart transportation vehicles are allowed.
REFUND / TOURNAMENT CANCELLATION REFUND POLICY:  All membership fees and/or tournament refunds are subject to a $10 fee for online processing charges,
LEHIGH VALLEY JUNIOR GOLF TOUR

2016 REGISTRATION & TOURNAMENT WAIVER

1. The Golf Association of the Lehigh Valley (GALV) reserves the right to verify handicaps, addresses, and amateur status of tournament applicants as defined by the United States Golf States Golf Association (USGA).  All applications for entrance to GALV tournaments are subject to acceptance by the tournament committee.

2. The tournament committee reserves the right to limit entries, adjust tournament dates, starting times, competitive formats, and tournament expenditures, and other tournament procedures and policies to adjust to conditions prevailing at the time of a particular tournament.

3. All USGA rules (except for local rules amendments and exceptions); and amateur status regulations set forth by the USGA, NCAA, National Federation of State High School Associations, and PIAA, will be adhered to.  It is the goal of the GALV to conduct all tournaments in complete adherence with the 2016 Rules of Golf, however local rules are made if necessary to adjust to various course conditions.

4. All tournament applicants agree to abide by the rules of golf as defined by the USGA, local tournament rules set forth by the GALV and/or host golf professional, and tournament rulings of the GALV.

5. Tournament applicants agree to be responsible to know the conditions governing a particular tournament, and will honor the rules and regulations of a tournament.  Entries are subject to approval or rejection at any time (either before or during a tournament) by the tournament committee at it's discretion.  The reason for rejection may include unbecoming behavior toward tournament officials, host course personnel, or at fellow competitors.

6. Applicants to any GALV tournament hereby release the GALV, it's officers, tournament committee members, sponsors, board members, host course personnel, and tournament sponsors from any and all liability for any event or consequence whatsoever in any way arising out of or relating to the applicants entry or participation in a tournament.

7. Tournament entrance fees are non-refundable; except due to 1. seven (7) days tournament withdrawal notice to the GALV; 2. cancellation of play due to severe weather conditions; and/or 3. the host course being closed for business on the date of a particular tournament.  All tournament refunds are subject to a $10 GALV tournament registration cancellation fee for online processing charges, and are subject to a host golf course's greens fee and cart fee refund policy.

The 2016 membership fee will be refunded (less a $10 fee for online processing charge) only if a player does not play in any (zero) 2016 LEHIGH VALLEY JUNIOR GOLF TOUR events.

8. Players who participate in Lehigh Valley Junior Golf Tour events are expected to abide by all local (course) rules governing course conduct; and by traditional golf course etiquette as outlined in the 2015 Rules of Golf.

9. During a tournament -- or while on host course grounds during a tournament -- players who throw clubs, use profanity, disturb other participants, consume alcoholic beverages, smoke, cheat, gamble, damage course grounds and/or course property, or walk off the course and record an "X" score, are subject to disqualification from an individual tournament, and subject to suspension from all other Lehigh Valley Junior Golf Tour events.
10. Cell phones and portable music devices must be turned off during competition.
11. Players may not seek outside instruction or advice during a competition.

2016 LEHIGH VALLEY JUNIOR GOLF TOUR "Tournament of Champions"

Tournament consists of @ 48-60 players - @ 12-15 golfers per age group:  9-11, 12-13, 14-15, & 16-19, Girls.
· August 3 - 4, 2016 - Southmoore Golf Course, Moore Township, PA

· Eligible players will be notified by Friday, July 15, 2016 of their eligibility to compete in the tournament.

· Entrance is by invitation only, based on the following eligibility criteria:

1.
All 2016 LEHIGH VALLEY JUNIOR GOLF TOUR flight winners.


2.
All 2016 LEHIGH VALLEY JUNIOR GIRLS GOLF TOUR flight winners.


3.
All 2016 "Lehigh Valley Junior Medal Play Championship” flight winners.


4.
2015 LEHIGH VALLEY JUNIOR GOLF TOUR "Tournament of Champions" flight winners (1-year exemption):



  16-19:  Chad Hess
14-15:  James Gold  12-13:  Jordan Barker  9-11:  Tyler Hager   



Girls:

5. 
2015 District 11 boys and girls individual champions:

Boys: Max Harrington, Willliam Mirams

Girls: Samantha Fritzinger, Franca Hurtado

6.

2015 Lehigh Valley Conference, Colonial League individual boys league champions:  Brian Whelan, Colin McQueen

7.
 
2015 District 11 PIAA state tournament individual qualifiers:


Boys: William Mirams, Nick Maff

Girls: Franca Hurtado, Sophie Orsulak.

8.
Alternates to fill out the playing field (if necessary) will be determined by the number of top-five 2016 Lehigh Valley Junior Golf Tour finishes.

JUNIOR GOLF SCOREBOARD ranking events: 

LEHIGH VALLEY JUNIOR GOLF TOUR members ages 12-through-18 can earn a national ranking through the JUNIOR GOLF SCOREBOARD ranking service by playing locally in several Lehigh Valley Junior Golf Tour multi-round events.

2016 local junior tournaments eligible to receive consideration for a JUNIOR GOLF SCOREBOARD national ranking are:

1.)
June 20


IMG ACADEMY JUNIOR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP qualifier
Schuylkill Country Club
2.)
June 27-28

14th annual Iron Lakes C.C. Junior Stroke Play Classic

Iron Lakes Country Club
3.)  
July 5-6


20th annual Penn-Jersey Junior Boys Championship

Green Pond Country Club
4.)  
July 14-15

16th annual Allentown Sportsfest Junior Golf Classic

Allentown Golf Course

5.)  
July 20-21

24th annual Lehigh Valley Junior Medal Play Championship
Whitetail Golf Club
6.)  
August 3-4

23rd annual Lehigh Valley Junior Tournament of Champions
Southmoore Golf Course

7.)  
October 22- 23

9th annual Bethlehem Golf Club Junior Fall Golf Classic

Bethlehem Golf Club

8.)  
November 5-6

8th annual Allentown Golf Course Junior Fall Golf Classic
Allentown Golf Course

Youngsters can earn a national ranking from the JUNIOR GOLF SCOREBOARD in a 36-hole, 54-hole, or 72-hole stroke play tournament operated by a recognized junior golf organization (such as the Lehigh Valley Junior Golf Tour), that are conducted in accordance with JUNIOR GOLF SCOREBOARD tournament guidelines.  The JUNIOR GOLF SCOREBOARD ranking system is based upon scores, course rating, and the strength of the tournament’s playing field.

THE JUNIOR GOLF SCOREBOARD is one of the nation’s top ranking services for junior golfers.  A national ranking from this service is a valuable tool to gain entrance into national junior tournaments, and attract attention from college golf coaches.

Qualifying Tournaments conducted by the 2016 Lehigh Valley Junior Golf Tour   
   
*  18-hole qualifying round for the 21st annual Bethlehem Golf Club Junior Match Play Championship
Tuesday, June 21, 2016

Whitetail Golf Club, Moore Township, Pennsylvania

Successful qualifiers for the 16-19, 14-15, 12-13, and 9-11 years-old age groups will advance to match play on June 22-23 at The Bethlehem Golf Club.
*  2016 IMG Academy Junior World Golf Championships -- Pennsylvania State Qualifier 
Monday, June 20, 2016 
Schuylkill Country Club, Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania 

Top qualifiers (1 boy ages 15-17 and 13-14; and 1 girl ages 15-17 and 13-14) will advance to the finals in San Diego, California: July 10-15, 2016. Successful qualifiers must win their particular age group division, and meet the tournament qualifying criteria.
*  2016 Lehigh Valley Open -- Junior Qualifying Tournament
Monday, July 11, 2016

Northampton Country Club

Bethlehem Township, Pennsylvania

The top three qualifiers (players that compete from the blue tee markers) will earn a spot in the 2016 Lehigh Valley Open.
*  The Lehigh Valley Junior Golf Tour will conduct two qualifying events for the 3rd annual North American Junior Amateur Championship on: 
*  Tuesday, July 19, 2016 
Woodstone Country Club, Lehigh Township, PA 
*  Monday, August 1, 2016  
Saucon Valley Country Club, Upper Saucon Township, PA

One boy and one girl age 13-19 from a particular qualifying tournament will qualify. To earn the invitation to the 3rd annual North American Junior Amateur Championship, the winning boy must shoot 78 or under, and the winning girl must shoot 85 or under. 
The 3rd annual North American Junior Amateur Championship will be held December 30, 2016 - January 3, 2017 at the Wigwam Resort in Litchfield Park, Arizona.
*  22nd annual Owen McCall Memorial
Sunday, August 14, 2016 
Green Pond Country Club

Bethlehem Township, Pennsylvania

* the official qualifying tournament for the Lehigh Valley Amateur Junior Division  
* Divisions: High School Boys, High School Girls, Junior High ages 12-13. 
* At least 8 golfers must qualify for the High School Girls division, and Junior High division, to form match play competitions for those respective divisions.

*  Champions of these tournaments (age groups 16-19 and 14-15) -- conducted by the 2016 Lehigh Valley Junior Golf Tour—will earn an invitation to the 2016 Lehigh Valley Tournament of Champions:       
*  21st Bethlehem Golf Club Junior Match Play Championship
*  14th Iron Lakes Country Club Junior Boys Classic

*  20th Penn-Jersey Junior Boys Championship

*  16th Lehigh Valley Sportsfest Junior Golf Classic

*  24th Lehigh Valley Junior Medal Play Championship

*  23rd annual Lehigh Valley Junior Tournament of Champions
*  2016 Lehigh Valley Amateur Junior Division (match play conducted by Green Pond Country Club)

*  Participants in the 2016 LEHIGH VALLEY JUNIOR GOLF TOUR will earn an invitation to compete in the LEHIGH VALLEY OPEN -- the region’s premiere golf competition – by winning the following tournaments, or award:
*  2015 LEHIGH VALLEY JUNIOR GOLF TOUR Player of the Year (16-19 years-old boys age group).
*  23rd annual Lehigh Valley Junior Tournament of Champions (overall 14-19 years-old age group).
*  2016 Lehigh Valley Amateur Junior Division (14-18 years-old age group).
*  2016 Lehigh Valley Open -- Junior Qualifying Tournament.  The top three (3) qualifiers will earn a spot in the 2016 Lehigh Valley Open,
Online tournament registration
Participants can register for Lehigh Valley Junior Golf Tour tournaments through the Blue Golf online tournament management system on the www.golfgalv.com website.  Once the tour’s annual membership fee of $50 is paid, members can register for tournaments on the schedule.

Players who cancel a particular tournament registration will be charged a $10 fee for credit card and Blue Golf online processing charges. 

Players will be notified of their starting times by e-mail.
Lehigh Valley Junior Golf Tour
Online tournament registration instructions
New Members:  To register for junior golf tournaments on-line:
1. log onto www.golfgalv.com.  This is the Blue Golf tournament management system website.
2. click on the Lehigh Valley Junior Golf Tour heading.  On the heading's drop-down menu, click on "Welcome to the LVJGT".
3. click on the "Tournament Sign Up" icon
4. click on "I am a new member", click on “Next”
5. waiver page: click on "I agree to the above waiver", click “Next”
6. fill out the membership form, click “Next”
7. pay the $50 junior tour membership fee
8. register to play in tournaments
Members:  To register for junior golf tournaments online:

1. log onto www.golfgalv.com.  This is the Blue Golf tournament management system website.

2. click on the Lehigh Valley Junior Golf Tour heading.

3. click on the "Tournament Sign Up" icon.

4. click on:  “I am already a member”.  Enter your Id and Password, hit “Next”, and continue with the tournament registration process.

OR:

1. log onto www.golfgalv.com.  This is the Blue Golf tournament management system website.

2. holding the curser over the Lehigh Valley Junior Golf Tour heading -- click on the subheadings “LVJGT Tournaments”.

3. click “Register” on the right side of a particular tournament listing

4. click on:  “I am already a member”.  Enter your Id and Password, hit “Next”, and continue with the tournament registration process.

If you have questions, please contact the GALV office at 610-437-4982, or by e-mail at: k.gilbert24@hotmail.com.
COPYRIGHT:  All information in this literature, and on any Golf Association of the Lehigh Valley Foundation publications and websites, are the intellectual property of the Golf Association of the Lehigh Valley Foundation; Copyright 2016.
PLAYERS EXPECTED SKILL LEVEL AND GOLF ETIQUETTE KNOWLEDGE:

By registering to play in the 2016 LEHIGH VALLEY JUNIOR GOLF TOUR, players and their parents are implying:

1. They possess a basic understanding of golf fundamentals.

2. Scoring requirements:

9-11 year-old players should be able to shoot below 65 for nine holes from the red tees; 12-13 year-old players should be able to shoot below 110 for 18 holes from the red tees; 14-15 year-old players should be able to shoot below 110 for 18 holes from the white tees; and 16-19 year-old players should shoot below 110 from any set of tees.

  
Parents of youngsters who return two (2) consecutive scores 10% above these minimum scoring requirements - or three (3) scores overall that are 10% above these scoring requirements -  will be asked to remove their youngsters from all competitive golf tournaments until they improve their golfing abilities.


Any player who registers a nine-score of over 80 strokes will be removed from that particular competition.

2.
They have a basic understanding of golf etiquette.  Youngsters who do not behave in an orderly fashion on the course not only disrupt other competitors, but they also jeopardize our opportunity to secure a course for a tournament.  All parents and youngsters are urged to review basic golf etiquette procedures as outlined in the 2016 RULES OF GOLF.

3.
They possess a basic understanding of the RULES OF GOLF.  Rulebooks will be given to the players during the season.

MEDICAL SITUATIONS: 
Parents of youngsters who have extreme allergies, adverse bee sting reactions, prone to severe poison ivy outbreaks, or have any other medical condition are responsible for adequately preparing their children; and imply through tournament participation that they are physically and mentally fit to play.  Under no circumstance will any tournament official hold onto or dispense any medication whatsoever.

DRESS CODE:  ALL JUNIOR TOUR PARTICIPANTS ARE EXPECTED TO DRESS ACCORDINGLY, AND WEAR:
   * Golf shirts with collars

   * Slacks, or golf shorts (Bermuda shorts length).  No shorts with external pockets are allowed.
   * If a player wears a hat, the visor must be facing forward

   * Golf shoes (with non-penetrating, non-metal spikes), or rubber-soled sneakers
NOTE: No jeans, cargo shorts, cutoff shorts, jeans shorts, athletic shorts, tank tops, messages on shirts, or T-shirts.

CONDUCT CODE: 
Players who participate in LEHIGH VALLEY JUNIOR GOLF TOUR events are expected to abide by all local (course) rules governing course conduct; and by traditional golf course etiquette as outlined in the 2016 RULES OF GOLF.  Players who throw clubs, use profanity, threaten other participants, consume alcoholic beverages, cheat, gamble, or walk off the course and record an "X" score are subject to disqualification from an individual event, and all other 2016 LEHIGH VALLEY JUNIOR GOLF TOUR events.  Cell phones and portable music devices must be turned off during competition.

SPECTATORS: When spectators are allowed at a particular tournament:
1. All parents, relatives, and spectators must walk 10 yards BEHIND a particular group, and can have no communication of any sort with a tournament competitor during tournament play.  No “forecaddying” is allowed.

2. All parents, relatives, and spectators are not allowed in the designated scoring area adjacent to the final green after play is finished.

3. No motorized transportation on the golf course is allowed for parents, relative, and spectators.

Only exception to this rule: if a parent or a legal guardian of a tournament participant has a doctor’s statement that states that a particular individual has a permanent physical disability that permanently inhibits their physical walking mobility, then they can rent a motorized cart, and drive 10 yards in the rough behind a particular group at all times.

SPECTATORS: When spectators are not allowed at a particular tournament:
No parents, relatives, or spectators are allowed to follow players on the golf course.

However, parents may watch players as they putt out on the ninth (9th) and/or  eighteenth (18th) greens.  Parents are urged to stand at least ten yards behind the ninth (9th) and/or eighteenth (18th) greens when watching players.  All other relatives and interested parties are asked to stay off the golf course.
FIRST TEE REPORTING PROCEDURE:

* All 2016 LEHIGH VALLEY JUNIOR GOLF TOUR event participants should arrive at a tournament site at least thirty (30) minutes prior to their scheduled tee-off time.  Upon arrival, tournament participants should check in with the starter at the first tee.

* Although a participant's group will be called out, it is the individual player's responsibility to be at the first tee for their starting time.  Players who report to the first tee after their group has teed off, are subject to the appropriate USGA penalties governing such matters.

CONCLUSION OF TOURNAMENT: 
All parents are responsible for picking up, or arranging transportation for their youngsters ON TIME.  Tournament officials plan to leave all tournament sites as soon as possible at the conclusion of events.

RULES/REGULATIONS: All USGA rules (except for local rules amendments and exceptions); and amateur status regulations set forth by the USGA, NCAA, National Federation of State High School Associations, and PIAA, will be adhered to.  It is the goal of the Golf Association of the Lehigh Valley (GALV) to conduct all tournaments in complete adherence with the 2016 RULES OF GOLF; however local rules are made if necessary to adjust to various course conditions.

NOTE:  The GALV reserves the right to verify handicaps, addresses, and amateur status of applicants as defined by the United States Golf Association.  All applications for entrance to GALV tournaments are subject to acceptance by the GALV.  The GALV reserves the right to limit entries, adjust tournament dates, times, competitive formats, and expenditures; and other tournament procedures to adjust to conditions prevailing at the time of the tournaments.  All applicants agree to abide by the rules of golf as defined by the USGA, local tournament rules set forth by the GALV, and tournament rulings of the GALV.  Applicants to this and any GALV tournament hereby release the GALV, it's officers, and committee members from any and all liability for any event or consequence whatsoever in any way arising out of or relating to the applicants entry or participation in this tournament; with the sole and singular exception of liability arising out of willful misconduct by the GALV.  Entrance fees are non-refundable; except due to 7 days tournament withdrawal notice to the GALV (phone number 610-437-4982; e-mail k.gilbert24@hotmail.com), or cancellation of play due to severe weather conditions, in which case applicable greens fees will be refunded subject to the tournament host golf club's refund policy.  All membership fees and/or tournament refunds are subject to a $10 fee for online processing charges.
COPYRIGHT:  All information and arrangements in this brochure are the intellectual property and business property of the Lehigh Valley Junior Golf Tour; Copyright 2016.
